Chlamydia pneumoniae and atherosclerosis.
Chlamydia pneumoniae, a human respiratory pathogen, has been linked to atherosclerotic disease based on sero-epidemiologic studies, direct detection of the organism in atherosclerotic lesions, animal experiments and tissue culture. In this review paper we propose to interpret results in line with the biology of Chlamydia with persistence of Chlamydia pneumoniae antigens in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis rather than viable bacteriae.